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Pollution Response Topics



AWA AC POLLUTION RESPONSE TOPICS

• Special Topics: Marine Safety Task Force Results
• Jereme Altendorf (USCG), Christian Fernley(USCG)

• Special Topics: Geographic Response Strategy Exercise –
Akutan

• Chris Ellis (Alaska Chadux) / James Nunez (USCG)

• Special Topics: Wildlife Protection Guidelines Tactical Use
• Jeanette Alas (ADFG)
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Marine Safety Task 
Force Initiative
Using FY19 D17 Arctic Shield funding to manage a repeatable 
and sustainable summer season surge-op that augments 
Sector Anchorage’s personnel shortfall
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MSTF 
Initiative: 
BLUF
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Provides for a biennial plan to physically inspect all 
380* Coast Guard regulated facilities in Western 
Alaska and the Arctic

Relies on advance planning, agency partners, multi-
mission focused deployments to maximize 
personnel efficiencies in resource-constrained 
environment

Uses Coast Guard resources smartly from across the 
state via a process that is designed to be repeatable, 
sustainable, and can be continuously improved



D17 Marine 
Safety Activities
2016-2019
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Sector 
Anchorage 
Perennial 
Staffing 
Shortfall

* Bar graph does not include 
33CFR158 Reception Facilities
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Sector 
Anchorage’s 

Regulated 
Community

Small Lower 48 Bulk Oil 
Facility

(corporate managed) 

Small Western Alaska Bulk Oil 
Facility (community managed)
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MSTF 
Triggering 

Events:
Significant Spills from 

Regulated Facilities 

Rural community fuel tanks are typically 
40+ years old

Recent Pollution incidents:

Jan 2017: Kaktovik – 4200 gal

Apr 2018: Scammon Bay – 7000 gal

Jun 2018: Gambell – 2700 gal

Oct 2018: Newtok (see images) – 150 gal 
(proactive CG/ADEC measures averted 

thousands of gallons from being spilled)

September 2019: Napakiak – Spill threat 
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Frost Heave

Blocking and Bracing

Ground erosion



MSTF 
Deployment 

Teams

Teams deploy to 
numerous/simultaneous hub 
communities for 10-14 days:

Anchorage, Aniak, Bethel, 
Dillingham, Fairbanks, Galena, 
King Salmon, Kotzebue, Nome, 

Prudhoe Bay, St. Mary’s, and 
Utqiaġvik.
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Marine 
Safety Task 

Force
Facility Inspector

Pollution 
Responder

FOSC-R

PSC Examiner

Foreign 
Passenger Vessel 

Exams Foreign Freight 
Vessel Exams

Ice Rescue Training

Boating Safety 
Training

Commercial 
Fishing Vessel 

Safety

BLUF: “Getting dedicated and qualified CG personnel… into the right hub 
communities… at the right time.”



Hub Community Selection

 Hub City GIS maps depict hub & 
spoke model for MSTFs

 Selected communities reflect the 
best available transportation options 
and logistics centers for CG personnel

 GIS maps here largely influenced by 
RAVN/PenAir route maps

 Civil Air Patrol support necessary 
for MSTF success
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External 
Communications

One Page Fact Sheet describing 
Surge Operation for partner 
agencies, AK CODEL etc.

Sector Anchorage MSIB

Sector Anchorage facility personnel 
available for questions
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Outreach

• Arctic and Western Alaska 
Area Committee 
Attendees

• Department of the 
Interior

• Alaska Tribal Conference 
on Environmental 
Management

• Alaska Federation of 
Natives

• Alaska Energy Authority



MSTF 2019 By 
the Numbers
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475
Commercial 

Fishing Vessel 
Exams

$340,000
Total travel costs 
from Anchorage 

to Hub Cities

$370,000
Personnel Costs 

for Marine Safety 
Task Force

236
Bulk Oil Storage 

Facility 
Inspections

102
Communities 

Visited

113 Sorties
83 Flight Hours

Civil Air Patrol Support

31
Local First Responders 

Participated in Ice 
Rescue Training 

22
HazMat Containers 

Inspected

25
Vessel Inspections

(7 Included Polar Code)



MSTF Outcomes
1. Sustained plan for extended community interaction and regulated entity 

contact-time (deactivated some facilities, found unregulated operators)

2. Approximately $800K to manage MSTF (logistics and personnel support)

3. Established a non-compliance baseline: mostly administrative and facility 
management challenges 

4. Established biennial ability to conduct on-site facility inspections, but 
dependent on sustained funding

5. Sharing facility inspection data, initiating widespread outreach, providing 
CG specific regulatory training, building capacity partnerships

6. Year round operational planning and support staff required to execute
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Questions?
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ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE
Pollution Response Topics:

PREP FSE ACP GRS Validation - Akutan Island - 26-30 August 2019



AKUTAN ISLAND
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EXERCISE PLANNING
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Scenario: Maximum Most Probable Scenario from applicable ACP Geographic 
Zone(s).

Participants: 

•1 USCG Sector Anchorage, 

•1 State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC),

•4 Oil Spill Removal/Recovery Organization (OSRO), 

•2 USCG District Response Advisory Team (DRAT)

Objectives:

•Validate GRS data at the Tier II or Tier III levels.

•Conduct joint operations with pollution responders from Federal, State, local, and industry organizations that may respond with the USCG

•Evaluate logistical capability to deploy oil spill response equipment to a remote incident site in the Arctic/ Western Alaska.

•Recommend GRS modifications to support the annual review and update of AWA ACP.



OCEAN BUSTER DEPLOYMENT
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OCEAN BUSTER DEPLOYMENT
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OCEAN BUSTER DEPLOYMENT
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AEB-02 LOST HARBOR, SURF BAY - AKUN
ISLAND
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DF-03a



AEB-02 LOST HARBOR, SURF BAY - AKUN
ISLAND
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DF-03b



AEB-02 LOST HARBOR, SURF BAY - AKUN
ISLAND
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DF-03c



AEB-02 LOST HARBOR, SURF BAY - AKUN
ISLAND
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DF-03d



AEB-02 LOST HARBOR, SURF BAY - AKUN
ISLAND
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EX-02a, b, c



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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AEB-03



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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EX-02d / PR-03d



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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EX-02d / PR-03d



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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EX-02d / PR-03d



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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PR-03a / EX-02a



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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PR-03b / EX-02b



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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PR-03b / EX-02b



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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PR-03c / EX-02c



AEB-03 AKUN ISLAND
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PR-03c / EX-02c



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY
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DV-03a



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY
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DV-03b



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY
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DV-03b



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY
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DV-03b



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY
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DV-03b



AEB-19 SUMMER BAY

40

EX-2



ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE
Pollution Response Topics:

PREP FSE ACP GRS Validation - Akutan Island - 26-30 August 2019



ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
Pollution Response Topics:

Wildlife Protection Guidelines Tactical Use

















Figure 3-1:  Carcass Collection Permits Flowchart.  





























ENTANGLEMENT (see 3640.3.3 below):

Are there nets, lines (including anchor lines), or other gear in the water?  

□ NO 

□ YES  Describe the type, size, and deployment details:

Nets:  How large?  Are they fully deployed? ____________________________________

Lines:  How long?  Anchor, long-line, baited?  __________________________________

Pots:  Long-line pots or standard?  ____________________________________________

 Is the deployed gear attached to the vessel?

□ NO 

□ YES

Is there non-deployed gear (out of the water) that could become an entanglement issue if 
the vessel capsizes or sinks?

□ NO 

□ YES  Describe as completely as possible:  

___________________________________________









ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Afternoon Break



ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Public Comment



ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Discussion of Next Meeting & 
Closing Remarks



ARCTIC AND WESTERN ALASKA 
AREA COMMITTEE MEETING

Thank you for attending!

AWA-AC@uscg.mil

mailto:AWA-AC@uscg.mil

